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REMARKS 

Favorable rei;onsidcration of this application is respectfully requested in view of the 
following remarks. 

Claims 1-44 are pending in the present application, of which. Claims 1,16, 26, 29» 
and 34 are independent In addition. Claims 1-44 arc subject to an Ejection of Species 
requirement 

The Offidal Action asserts that the present application contains claims that are 
directed to two patentably distinct species. As defined in die Official Action, these species 
are: 

Species I: Claims 1 -28 and 34-44, directed to a polymer electrolyte fiael; and 

Species TT: Claims 29-33, directed to a liquid electrolyte fuel cell. 

A requirement to dcct a single disclosed spedes has been hnposcd on the basis that 
the above-identified species are allegedly patentably distinct from each other. In addition, the 
Official Acdon alleges that no claim is generic. 

In response to that election of spedes requirement, Applieants hereby elect, with 
traverse, Spedes I of the invention. Claims 1-28 and 34-44 arc readable on the elected 
spedes. 

The dcction is made with traverse, because it is bdicvcd that all of the claims of this 
application can be examined at fhc same time without serious burden. The search required 
for the non-clcctcd spedes would likely be co-ejttensivc with that required for the dccled 
spedes, because both groups of species include embodiments involving fuel cells having 
gasket layers. In addition, many of the features claimed in the claims of the non-dccted 
spedes are included in the daims of the elected Spedes J. For instance, non-clcctcd Claim 
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29 mcludcs all of the fcatuics of elected Claim 1 , except that Cluim 29 recites a liquid 
electrolyte whereas Qaim 1 redtes a polymer electrolyte membrane. 

As such, the search reqiuicd for Claun 1 will, in most likelihood* encompass a search 
for non-elected Claim 29* It is thus submitted that no serious burden would result if all of the 
alleged species of this apph*cation were examined concurrently. Accordingly, withdrawal of 
the restriction requirement and examination of all of the claims contained in this application, 
arc respectrully requested, 

Jn liglit of the foregoing, withdrawal of the restriction requirement and examination of 
all of the claims of this appUcatioo arc respectfully requested. 

Should the Examiner believe that a telephone conference with the undersigned would 
assist in resolving any issues pertaining to the abovo-idcntifLed application, please contact the 



undersigned at the telephone number listed below. 

Please grant any required extensions of time and chai:ge any fees due in connection 
with this request to deposit account no. 08-2025. 



Respectfully submitted. 





Timothy B. JCang 
Registration No*: 46,423 



MANMAVA & KANC, P,C, 
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